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Session Aims
• CQC update
• HCPC requirements
• RCPod guidelines 
• FAQ addition to guidelines

• Learning contract & breadth of practice 
• CASE & PgCert courses



RCPod Guidance documents for 
podiatrists using MSUS
Lack of regulation, alongside an increasing use of MSUS, are potential drivers for 
misuse & podiatrists should not underestimate the cost of misdiagnosis (1, 2)

          Driver for RCPod recommendations & guidelines 

(1. Chen et al 2020; 2: HCPC, 2008)



RCPod Guidance documents – 
Informed by:

Stakeholder consultations & survey (1):

Existing guidelines SoR & BMUS Guidelines (2-4):

CASE Requirements & Handbook & MSUS position Statements 
(5, 6):

(1: Siddle et al, 2018; 2. Society of Radiographers, 2023; 3. The Royal College of Radiologists and the Society and College of Radiographers. 
2017; 4. The Royal College of Radiologists, 2023; 5. CASE, 2020; 6. CASE, 2023)



Frequently asked questions (FAQ) 
added to practice guidelines



Practice Guidance 
Recommendations include:

RCPod 
Guidelines

Training & 
education

Consent

Referral 
pathways

ReportingImage 
storage

Audit

Equipment Health & 
Safety

CPD

- High quality machine & 
transducer range access

- Regular maintenance 
checks from medical 
physics / manufacturer 

- Ergonomics 

- Infection control (1-2)

- Patient informed about 
scan need/ process with 
consent obtained (8)

- Suitability of referral (7)

- Onward imaging referral 

- Annotation

- Saved scans

- Machine storage

- Data protection (9)

•

- Report 
generation 
(templates) (6) 

- Report 
accessibility

- Peer review of 5% saved scans (3-5) - On-going mentorship

1. BMUS, 2020; 2. The UK Health Security Agency, 2021; 3. BMUS, 2014; 4. SCoR, 2019; 5. Strickland 2015; 6. BMUS & SCoR, 2023; 7. BMUS, 2022; 8. 
SoR, 2020; 9. BMUS, 2021 



Care Quality Commission
Legal Requirement:

In England, the CQC regulates health and social care, and it is a 
legal requirement under the Health and Social Care Act 2008 to 
register with the CQC if a practice is providing diagnostic and 
screening procedures, such as ultrasound. A podiatrist must 
legally comply with all relevant regulators.



RCPod and CQC

Multiple attempts to engage in conversation with CQC

Meeting with Sarah Penkethman 14 July 2025

No further updates 



CASE accredited award
Podiatrists using diagnostic/ point of care ultrasound must 
undertake a Level 7 (Level 11 in Scotland) CASE-accredited 
award e.g. PG Cert, PGD, MSc (a PG Cert being the minimum 
standard of award) to ensure they meet the required HCPC 
standards for safe and effective practice. 



Appropriate level
However, those who have previously completed a CASE-
accredited award but not at the appropriate level i.e. PG 
Cert can continue to practice but have a duty to 
commence an appropriate Ultrasound CASE accredited 
award prior to the latest HCPC registration renewal of 
podiatrists/chiropodists in 2026 and complete an 
appropriate level award.*



RCPod recommends that any member who 
wants to use MSUS must:

• comply with the relevant regulator (HCPC) 
standards.

• undertake a programme/award that aligns 
with their personal scope of practice for 
MSUS use, which is:

- CASE accredited  
- Minimum PgCert level 

MSUS Training & Education



CASE – MSUS Position Statements:
Professional experience on entry

 CASE - Position Statements

Position Statement 1: Applicants should be aligned with 
an appropriate professional body & have an appropriate 
amount and type of pre-existing experience in a clinical 
MSK or US specialism.

https://www.case-uk.org/advice-useful-links/position-statements/
https://www.case-uk.org/advice-useful-links/position-statements/
https://www.case-uk.org/advice-useful-links/position-statements/


CASE MSUS Position Statements: 
Portfolio / Learning Contract 
• Position Statement 2: Students should undertake a portfolio of 

practice/ learning & demonstrate competency in areas that 
clearly align with their subsequent breadth/remit of US scanning 
following completion of the course.

• Position Statement 3: CASE advocate that the learner presents 
their portfolio of practice/ learning and competency 
assessments to their employer (or regulator, as appropriate) as 
evidence of their initial practice.

 CASE - Position Statements

https://www.case-uk.org/advice-useful-links/position-statements/
https://www.case-uk.org/advice-useful-links/position-statements/
https://www.case-uk.org/advice-useful-links/position-statements/


CASE MSUS Position Statements: 
Portfolio / Learning Contract 

Supervised Scan log

Supervised Scan hours
Learning contract

Defined breadth of 
practice; i.e. foot & 
ankle region & remit

Competency assessments

Reflective practice & audit 

 CASE - Position Statements

https://www.case-uk.org/advice-useful-links/position-statements/
https://www.case-uk.org/advice-useful-links/position-statements/
https://www.case-uk.org/advice-useful-links/position-statements/


FAQ – Breadth of  practice
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CASE MSUS Position Statements:
Mentorship

 CASE - Position Statements

Position Statement 4: Student scans must be directly supervised by 
an appropriate mentor, who has appropriate qualifications AND 
experience in MSUS aligned with the student’s breadth/remit of 
practice, as defined in their portfolio, i.e:

• PgCert qualification
• Minimum of 2*‐years post qualification experience or level 2 

Radiology in MSUS of foot & ankle 
*Due to significant shortage of available mentors, qualified staff 
with a minimum of 1 year post qualification experience may act 
as local mentor if at least 1 other member of the supervisory 
team meets minimum requirement of 2 years’ experience.

https://www.case-uk.org/advice-useful-links/position-statements/
https://www.case-uk.org/advice-useful-links/position-statements/
https://www.case-uk.org/advice-useful-links/position-statements/


CASE MSUS Position Statements:
Physics & Professional issues 

• Position Statement 5: Aligning with the subsequent scope of MSUS 
practice, appropriate learning and formal assessment(s) (i.e. masters 
level (level 11 in Scotland or level 7 in England, Northern Ireland & 
Wales)) must be successfully completed for professional issues, 
science, physics and technology.

 CASE - Position Statements

https://www.case-uk.org/advice-useful-links/position-statements/
https://www.case-uk.org/advice-useful-links/position-statements/
https://www.case-uk.org/advice-useful-links/position-statements/


FAQ
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I undertook a qualification in diagnostic ultrasound outside 
the UK, are overseas equivalent qualifications recognised 



FAQ
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https://www.case-uk.org/course-directory/

Where can I locate CASE accredited courses in the UK?



Where can I locate CASE accredited courses in the UK?



Upgrading from Focused to Pgcert+ 

• Liaise with the HEI & 
discuss RPL options



Thank you & any questions? 

Link to RCPod Guidelines:

Sofa Session 
Boisdale 1 15:20 -15:55pm
‘Routes to ultrasound education & practical 
tips on accessing mentorships’
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