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* CQC update
* HCPC requirements
* RCPod guidelines

* FAQ addition to guidelines
* Learning contract & breadth of practice

* CASE & PgCert courses




RCPod Guidance documents for
podiatrists using MSUS

Lack of regulation, alongside an increasing use of MSUS, are potential drivers for
misuse & podiatrists should not underestimate the cost of misdiagnosis (1, 2)

Driver for RCPod recommendations & guidelines
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(1. Chen et al 2020; 2: HCPC, 2008)
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Survey of ultrasound practice amongst @

Stakeholder consultations & survey (1): |=

Abstract

Background: Ultrasound in podiatry practice encompasses musculoskeletal ultrasound imaging, vascular hand-held
Doppler ultrasound and therapeutic ulrasound. Sonography practce is ot requated by the Heaith and Care
Professions Coundil (HCPO), wit

0 requitement 10 hold a formal qualification. The College of Podiatry does not
currently define uitrasound training and competencies
This study aimed to determine the current use of ultrasound, training received and mentorship received and/or
provided by podiatrists using ultasound.
L3 L3 . L3 L3 .
Existin uidelines SoR & BM uidelines (2-4):
-
L]

Methods: A quantiative study utiising a crasssectiondl, on-line, single-event survey was undertaken within the UK

Results: Completed suveys were receives

n 284 podiatrists; 173 (70%) Lse ultrasound as part of their genera

practice, 139 (4996) for musculoskeletal prablems, 131 (46%) for vasculr assessment and 39 (14%) 10 support thei

surgical practice. Almost a quarter (1 =62) worked for more than one organisation; 202 (7199 were emplayed by
)

the NHS and/or private sector {

Nearly all (93%) respondents report using a hand-hekd vascular Doppler in their daiy practice; 216 (82%) to support
decisions regarding treatment options, 102 (39%) to provide diagnostic reports for other heaith professionals, an
34 (13%) to guide nerve blocks.

itrasound imaging was used by 104 (37%) respondents primarily to aid clinical decision making (n = 81) and quide
interventions (steroid injections n = 67; nerve blocks n = 39). Ninety-three percent stated they use ultzasound
imaging to treat their own patients, while others scan at the request of other podiatrs
professionals Few use ultrasound imaging for researct ) or education (n

2)
Only 32 (119%) respondents (1 = 20 private sector) use therapeutic ultrasound 1o treat patients presenting with
musculoskeletal complaints, namely tendon pathologies.

(n=28) or health

Few respondents (18%) had completed formal post-graduate CASE (Consortium for the Accreditation of
Sonographic Education) accredited ulirasound cours
LT

y sts (0 =17) or medical
colleagues (n= 15). Over half (1=127) who do not have ultrasound mentorship indicated thay would lice a mentor
predominantly for ultrasound imaging. Fifty-five (19%) report they currently provide ultrasound mentorship for others

Forty (143§ respondients receive ultrasound mentorstip; the mafority from felow podiat

BMus

Condlusions: Unders:

ianding the scope of ultrasound practice, the training undertaken and the requirements for
ipwill underpin P and defined by the College of Podiatry
o support professional development and ensure safe practice.
The Rogaic

A gty

Keywords: Hand-held Doppler ultasound, Mentorship, Pk, Therapeic ufrasound, Training, Utasound imaging
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2017; 4. The Royal College of Radiologists, 2023; 5. CASE, 2020; 6. CASE, 2023
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Frequently asked questions (FAQ)
added to practice guidelines
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Frequently asked questions

s Ifyou have a CASE accredited award at Level 7 (in England, Northern Ireland, and

Wales] (Level 11in Scotland) in diagnostic ultrasound, will the Royal College of
Podiatry insure you to use diagnostic ultrasound?

Podiatrists using diagnostic/ point of care ultrasound must undertake a Level 7 (Level 11 in

Practice guidance for St G s ward .5, PG Cet, G0, WSc o P Cert b the ik

standard of award) to ensure they meet the required HCPC standards for safe and effective

d s t (- t h . practice. However, those who have previously completed a CASE-accredited award but not at
podiatrists when using

appropriate Ultrasound CASE accredited award prior to the latest HCPC registration renewal

u It ra S 0 u n d i m a gi n g ( U S | ) a S of podiatrists/chiropodists in 2026 and complete an appropriate level award.*
p a rt Of t h e i r S CO p e Of p ra Cti Ce If1 have no formal qualification, will the Royal College of Podiatry insure me fo use

diagnostic ultrasound?

No, you should stop using ultrasound, consult the directory of CASE accredited courses and

contact the appropriate HEI to ensure you train at the required level stated in the RCPod

Practice guidance for podiatrists when using ultrasound imaging (USI) as part of their scope

of practice.

| have a CASE accredited award, but it is below the PG Cert level i.e. Focused course.

How do | work towards a PG Cert (CASE accredited) in medical ultrasound?

Members are encouraged to work with Higher Education Institutes (HEI) towards a PG Cert (CASE

accredited) in medical ultrasound to enhance competency. You may be able to apply for some/all of the

learning from previously completed modules to be counted towards a PG Cert, via recognition of prior

learning (RPL) or equivalent processes, however, these processes differ for HEIs; and it will be the

decision of the HEI what may be possible. Therefore, members should contact HEIs directly to explore

this. See CASE position statement on RPL here.

Praclice guidance for podiatrists when using ulliasound Page 270f29
imaging[USi)as part oftheir scope of practice




Practice Guidance
Recommendations include:
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Practice guidance for

Training & podiatrists when using Referral - Suitability of referral (7)

Itr nd imaging (USI)
ed ucat|on :ar:f)?l:heir s:ogpegof pra:tsice pathways

- Onward imaging referral

: Health & Image :
Equipment Consent Safety storage Reporting
- High quality machine & - Patient informed about - Ergonomics - Annotation - Report
transducer range access scan need/ process with generation

Saved scans

- Infection control (1-2) (templates) (6)

consent obtained (8)
- Regular maintenance
checks from medical Audit

physics / manufacturer

- Machine storage

CPD _ Report
- Data protection (9) accessibility

- Peer review of 5% saved scans (3-5) - On-going mentorship

1. BMUS, 2020; 2. The UK Health Security Agency, 2021; 3. BMUS, 2014, 4. SCoR, 2019; 5. Strickland 2015; 6. BMUS & SCoR, 2023; 7. BMUS, 2022; 8.
SoR, 2020; 9. BMUS, 2021
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Care Quality Commission

Legal Requirement:

In England, the CQC regulates health and social care, anditis a
legal requirement under the Health and Social Care Act 2008 to
register with the CQC if a practice is providing diagnostic and
screening procedures, such as ultrasound. A podiatrist must
legally comply with all relevant regulators.
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W RCPod and CQC

Multiple attempts to engage in conversation with CQC
Meeting with Sarah Penkethman 14 July 2025

No further updates
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W CASE accredited award

Podiatrists using diagnostic/ point of care ultrasound must
undertake a Level 7 (Level 11 in Scotland) CASE-accredited
award e.g. PG Cert, PGD, MSc (a PG Cert being the minimum
standard of award) to ensure they meet the required HCPC
standards for safe and effective practice.
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Appropriate level

However, those who have previously completed a CASE-
accredited award but not at the appropriate leveli.e. PG
Cert can continue to practice but have a duty to
commence an appropriate Ultrasound CASE accredited
award prior to the latest HCPC registration renewal of
podiatrists/chiropodists in 2026 and complete an
appropriate level award.*




34 ROYAL COLLEGE

MSUS Training & Education

RCPod recommends that any member who
Mrosinii wants to use MSUS must:

Practice guidance for « comply with the relevant regulator (HCPC)
podiatrists when using standards.

ultrasound imaging (USI) as

Bartentueinecopeintiniactice  undertake a programme/award that aligns
with their personal scope of practice for
MSUS use, which is:

- CASE accredited /

- Minimum PgCert level _£

=
>




CASE - MSUS Position Statements:
Professional experience on entry
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Position Statement 1: Applicants should be aligned with

an appropriate professional body & have an appropriate
amount and type of pre-existing experience in a clinical
MSK or US specialism.
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https://www.case-uk.org/advice-useful-links/position-statements/
https://www.case-uk.org/advice-useful-links/position-statements/
https://www.case-uk.org/advice-useful-links/position-statements/

CASE MSUS Position Statements:
_Portfolio / Learning Contract
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* Position Statement 2: Students should undertake a portfolio of
practice/ learning & demonstrate competency in areas that
clearly align with their subsequent breadth/remit of US scanning
following completion of the course.

* Position Statement 3: CASE advocate that the learner presents
their portfolio of practice/ learning and competency 4
assessments to their employer (or regulator, as appropriate) a/s/

evidence of their initial practice. y

v Consortium for the
CA'SE

Accreditation of

Sonographic Education
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CASE MSUS Position Statements:
Portfolio / Learning Conftract

ROYAL COLLEGE

\ Supervised Scan hours
‘ (

Defined breadth of /
practice;i.e. foot & -
ankle region & remit

Learning contract

Reflective practice & audit| '

/

Competency assessment “
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Supervised Scan log “
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https://www.case-uk.org/advice-useful-links/position-statements/
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https://www.case-uk.org/advice-useful-links/position-statements/
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FAQ - Breadth of practice

e Can | provide diagnostic ulirasound to people under the age of 16?
If you have a CASE accredited award to at least a PG Cert and your portfolio/learning contract

included scanning of under 16’s i.e. your defined scope of practice, then in that case yes,

but if it does not then no and further training and mentorship will be required.

Authors: Mr Jai Saxelby, Professor Heidi Siddle,
Dr Lisa Wright, Mr Lawrence Ambrose
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FAQ - Breadth of practice

« Can | provide ulirasound guided injections, including nerve blocks, for surgical
procedures?
You can provide ultrasound guided injections if you can demonstrate the appropriate education

and competency in the three key areas that are required to fulfil this scope of practice, namely,
1) Injection therapy
2) Administration of medicines e.g. POM (S), NMP, PGD

3) USI in their individual scope of practice.

Authors: Mr Jai Saxelby, Professor Heidi Siddle,
Dr Lisa Wright, Mr Lawrence Ambrose



CASE MSUS Position Statements:
Mentorship

34 ROYAL COLLEGE

Position Statement 4: Student scans must be directly supervised by
an appropriate mentor, who has appropriate qualifications AND
experience in MSUS aligned with the student’s breadth/remit of
practice, as defined in their portfolio, i.e:

« PgCert qualification
* Minimum of 2*-years post qualification experience or level 2
Radiology in MSUS of foot & ankle

*Due to significant shortage of available mentors, qualified staff
with a minimum of 1 year post qualification experience may act

as local mentor if at least 1 other member of the supervisory

team meets minimum requirement of 2 years’ experience. y

v Consortium for the
CA'SE

Accreditation of

Sonographic Education
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CASE MSUS Position Statements:

Physics & Professional issues

* Position Statement 5: Aligning with the subsequent scope of MSUS
practice, appropriate learning and formal assessment(s) (i.e. masters
level (level 11 in Scotland or level 7 in England, Northern Ireland &
Wales)) must be successfully completed for professional issues,
science, physics and technology.
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FAQ

 |undertook a qualification in diagnostic Ulirasound outside the UK, are overseas
equivalent qualifications recognised?
As with HCPC registration and overseas qualification, there is a requirement for the clinician to
be able to demonstrate competency, through mapping their overseas qualifications to that of a

CASE accredited course.

Authors: Mr Jai Saxelby, Professor Heidi Siddle,
Dr Lisa Wright, Mr Lawrence Ambrose
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CASE Position Statement
CASE Programme Equivalence

Issued April 2023

The Consortium for the Accreditation of Sonographic Education (CASE) is often asked about the "equivalence’ of
ultrasound programmes which are not themselves CASE accredited, predominantly from outside the UK and Ireland.

It is not within the remit of CASE to comment on ‘equivalence’ of non-CASE accredited programmes or individual
practitioner’s qualifications. As ultrasound

is not a registered profession in the UK, the ultimate responsibility for assessing

the equivalence of an award held by any employee, and ensuring that the knowledge, skills, and competence of
sonographers are appropriate for UK

practice, resides with the employer. This applies to any sonographer with or

without a CASE accredited award and regardless of the country of qualification,
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FAQ

» Where can | locate CASE accredited courses in the UK?
The directory of CASE accredited courses can be obtained here.

Authors: Mr Jai Saxelby, Professor Heidi Siddle,
Dr Lisa Wright, Mr Lawrence Ambrose
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Handboaok

Standards Apply for Acoreditation CASE Compendium For HEIs Advice & Usebul Links For Accreditors Contact Us

Directory of CASE Accredited Courses

A directory of all CASE Accredited Courses is published and updited annually. It containg standardised informalion on
all UK and brefand ulirasound education programmes. that hold current CASE accredstalion,

Contac tus A copy of the mast recent dineceory can be downloadied here
) r Case Dhiectory 24-25 vob, pdl

Fill gut our form Adobe Acrobat document [1.2 ME]

o Contact

case@ipem.ac,uk
01504 BDGITT

i

Webse Termy and Conditenn | Provece Poly

https://www.case-uk.org/course-directory/



Where can | locate CASE accredited courses in the UK
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VASCULAR ULTRASOUND MODULE

Those institutions which offer an identified vascular ultrasound module are listed below:

* Birmingham City University 8
:::M(O BY CASE COORDINATOR ~ NOVEMBER e University of Cumbria 22
e University of Derby 25
* University of Hertfordshire 45
v Consortium for the e Teesside University 66
E Accreditation of e UWE Bristol University of the West of England 73

- Sonographic Education
MUSCULOSKELETAL (MSK) ULTRASOUND MODULE

Those Institutions which offer an identified MSK modules are listed below:

e Birmingham City University 8
e Brunel University of London (PgC) 12
e Canterbury Christchurch University (PgC) 15
* University of Cumbria 18
e University of East London (PgC & PgD) 29
* University of Essex 33
CASE DIRECTORY * Health Sciences University 41
* University of Hertfordshire 45
e King’s College London 48
» Sheffield Hallam University 62

Teesside University 66
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Upgrading from Focused to Pgcé

B

".

« MUS7001 - Science and Instrumentation (20 credits)

Core units ‘V?
* Liaise with the HEI & N
discuss RPL options

MUS7002 - Upper Limb Ultrasound (20 credits)
« MUS7003 - Lower Limb Ultrasound (20 credits)
« MUS7045 - Soft Tissue Ultrasound (20 credits)

¢ MUS7047 - MSK Guided Injections (20 credits)

« MPH7008 - Professional Development (20 credits)

* MPH7009 - Leadership and Interprofessional Working (20 credits)
MPH7005 - Evidence Based Practice (20 credits)
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Thank you & any questions?

Link to RCPod Guidelines: ik

Sofa Session O) it
Boisdale 1 15:20 -15:55pm

‘Routes to ultrasound education & practical
tips on accessing mentorships’



	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Upgrading from Focused to Pgcert+ 
	Thank you & any questions? 

