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14 January 2021 
 

 
Open letter to College of Podiatry Members based in Scotland 
Re: Covid-19 vaccination for Podiatrists 
 
I am writing to provide you with an update on the Covid-19 vaccination programme in 
Scotland. 
 
The College of Podiatry is firmly of the view that all podiatrists should be prioritised for 
the vaccine at an early stage, and that private practitioners should become eligible for 
the vaccine at the same time as their colleagues working in the NHS.  As the 
Professional Body and Trade Union for podiatrists, we expect that Governments across 
the UK support all of our members, wherever they are based, to access the vaccine as 
quickly and efficiently as possible. 
 
You may be aware that in November, the College contacted the Cabinet Secretary for 
Health and Sport in Scotland, Jeane Freeman MSP, seeking clarification on this. A copy 
of this letter can be found here on the College of Podiatry website. 
 
Throughout December and early January, the College of Podiatry has been working with 
the other Allied Health Professions in Scotland, through the Allied Health Professions 
Federation for Scotland (AHPFS), to collectively lobby Government on this issue.  On 11 
January, AHPFS wrote to the Chief Medical Officer in Scotland, Gregor Smith, to seek 
urgent clarification on whether independent practioners across the Allied Health 
Professions were included as a priority group for vaccinations as frontline staff in health 
and social care, and how they should access the vaccination programme in Scotland. 
 
Scottish Government published the Coronavirus Covid-19 Vaccine Deployment Plan, 
yesterday, on 13 January.  This plan states that all healthcare workers, regardless of 
their sector are to be vaccinated in priority group 2.   
 
The College of Podiatry discussed this issue with Carolyn McDonald (Chief Allied Health 
Professions Officer for Scotland) on 14 January 2021, who has confirmed that podiatrists 
working in both the NHS and independent practice come under this definition.  As 
CAHPO, Carolyn McDonald recognises the importance of ensuring there is equity 
between colleagues working in the NHS and independent practice when it comes to 
accessing the vaccine. 
 
Scottish Government are now actively considering the practicalities around how 
healthcare workers within the independent sector can access the vaccine through 
Boards, and how this will be communicated to colleagues working in private practice.   

https://cop.org.uk/api/documentlibrary/download?documentId=400
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The College is in constant communication with Scottish Government on this 
issue.  As you will be aware, this is an ever-changing landscape, and as soon as 
the College learns of any updates to this information, we will let our members 
know as soon as possible via our website and social media channels. 
 
Yours sincerely  

 
 
Steve Jamieson  
Chief Executive and General Secretary 
The College of Podiatry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


