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Dear MP NAME

I am writing to you as a constituent to ask you to join a Backbench Business debate on Tuesday 20th June 16:00-16:30, titled Podiatry workforce and patient care. 

INSERT BRIEF OVERVIEW OF YOUR POSITION AND INTEREST; e.g. I am a podiatrist working in XXX and am concerned the workforce crisis within podiatry is not being recognised by government, nor are adequate actions being put in place to mitigate the risk to patient safety, leading to many people needlessly living in discomfort or pain. 

There are currently just 12,000 registered Podiatrists in the UK, and this number is due to decline due to the current workforce age profile and the expected number of retiring clinicians. In 2016, the removal of NHS bursaries for student Podiatrists has seen the number of undergraduate students decline by 38%. Before this, the student bursary sat at £9,000 a year. In 2020, the Government reintroduced student bursaries at £5,000. While this has caused a slight improvement in recruitment to the profession, it falls far short of ensuring the future of the Podiatry workforce that will be required to deal with the oncoming wave of severe foot disease. 

The Royal College of Podiatry (RCPod) is extremely concerned that the reduction in the number of podiatrists is likely to further exacerbate the obesity crisis, if people have painful feet they are less likely to walk, run or take any form of exercise. By not addressing the workforce issues the Government are storing up health issues and astronomical costs for the future. The College is especially concerned about those people with diabetes, and cardiovascular disease, with lower limb amputations needlessly on the rise; falls prevention, which has huge cost savings with little initial outlay; and musculoskeletal conditions, which alone consumes around five per cent of the NHS budget.

If you would like any further information, please contact the RCPod at lawrence.ambrose@rcpod.org.uk or see this briefing paper here.

Yours sincerely, 

YOUR NAME / SIGNATURE / FURTHER CONTACT INFORMATION
